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What will the state look like in 50 years?

Zoltar gave 
Tom Hanks a 
peek into a 
potential 
future.















Dodge, Hays, and Junction City are expected to have 
the largest growth among the 16 Micropolitan areas. 



Forecast accuracy is unlikely 

• Natural disaster – Tornado 
• Global prices – Oil and commodities 
• Industry/ business growth – Local entrepreneur 
• Personal preferences – Broadband could lower barriers for rural Kansas
• Public policy/investments – Community center  
• Technology shifts – Demand for natural gas
• Global demand – Resurgence of US manufacturing
• Natural resources – American grown flowers

• But, the data still tells a story of what will happen if nothing 
significant changes. 



Changing Demographics





The retired population will surpass 
the youth population by 2034.





Shifting landscape

• Limited labor supply means limited 
potential growth.

• There will be an increasing 
interdependence with the Metro and 
Micropolitan communities and the 
rural parts of the state.

• The state and rural areas have a 
higher dependence on working 
populations.

• Tax structures today may not fit 
demand for public services in the 
future.
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