
From Root to Branch
Travels in the Footsteps of the Enslaved

Author, broadcaster, and journalist Aminatta Forna will discuss recent work on a 
“reverse Roots” project that stems from her childhood in West Africa. She will trace 
her own links to the cultural heritage of Sierra Leone through the enslaved in the 
Americas. Forna is the award-winning author of the three novels The Hired Man, The 
Memory of Love, and Ancestor Stones, and a critically-acclaimed memoir The Devil 
That Danced on the Water. This presentation is part of a larger initiative of the Kan-
sas African Studies Center at the University of Kansas that promotes constructive 
dialogue about migration to create a deeper understanding of American identities. 
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This event is presented by the Kansas African Studies 
Center and co-sponsored by the KU College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, Center for Global and International 
Studies, Department of History,  School of Journal-
ism, Center for Migration Research, Department of 
African & African-American Studies, CLAS Office of 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Humanities Program, 
Department of English, School of Languages, Litera-
tures and Cultures, Department of Film & Media Stud-
ies, Hall Center for the Humanities

This event has been made possible in part by a major grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities: Celebrating 50 Years of Excellence. Any views, 
findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this program do not 
necessarily represent those of the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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For more on the power of migration stories, visit: www.migrationstories.ku.edu

Books available for purchase on site.


