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SCOPE OF MONOGRAPH

One of the ﬁajor objectives of the Comprehensive Employment and
Training Act (CETA) is to help the unemployed, underemployed, dis-
couraged, and/or disadvantaged workers in their search for jobs and/or
- more productive employment. To satisfy that goal, CETA officials
must have accurate estimates of the number of people eligible for such
aid. |

With the aim of helping local planners and policymakers identify
the targetgroups, the Institute for Economic and Business Research,
while working on the Kansas Labor Market Information Project, has pre-
pared estimates of CETA eligibility. This monograph presents the estimates

developed from Current Population Survey data. (See List of Tables p. i.)

The Current Population Survey (CPS) is the source of the official
government statistics on employment and unemployment. The CPS has
been conducted monthly for over 35 years, interviewing about 68,000
households monthly, scientifically selected on the basis of area of
residence to represent the nation as a whole, individual states, and
other specified areas. Each household is interviewed once a month for
four consecutive months one year and again for the corresponding time
period a year later.

Although the main purpose of the Survey is to collect information
on the employment situation, a very important secondary purpose is to
collect information on the demographic status of the pqpulation—— infor-
matibn such as age, sex, race, marital status, educational attainment,
and family structure. From time to time, additional questions are
inpluded on such important subjects as heélth, education, income, and

previous work experience. These statistics serve to update similar

information collected once every 10 years through the decennial Census



and are used by government policymakers and legislators as indicators
of our nation's economic situation and as guides for planning and eval-
uating many government programs.

Because it is not possible to develop one or two overall figures
(such as the number of unemployed) that would adequately describe all
the complexities of the labor market, the CPS is designed to provide a
large amount of detailed and supplementary data. Such data are made
available to meet a wide variety of needs on the part of users of labor
market information.

For example, the CPS provides the only available distributions
of workers by the number of hours worked (as distinguished from ag-
gregaﬁe or average hours for an industry), permitting separate analyses
of part-time workers, workers on overtime, etc. The Survey is also
the only comprehensive current source of information on the occupation
of workers and the industries in which they work. As well, information
is available from the Survey not only for persons currently in the labor
force but also for those who are outside the labor force. The character-
istics of such persons--whether married women with or without young
children, disabled persons, students, older retired workers, etc.--can
also be determined, and information on their current desire for work,
their past work experience, and their job-seeking intentions is availabie.

The Annual Demographic File contains data collected from the March
CPS supplement, the most comprehensive supplemental inquiry. This file
coﬁtains detailed family structure, marital status, education, income,
work experience, and migratioﬁ data.

This report‘providés estimates for both the United States and the
State of Kansas. The estimates cover thé period from 1978 to 1982. The

estimates have been provided separately for males and females and for



males and females combined.

Following descriptions and/or definitions of significant terms
(Tables 1 and 2), the estimates are presented. CETA eligibility has
been defined under different categories. Table 1 describes the

eligibility criteria; Table 2 explains data-element definitions.
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Table 1

CETA Eligibility

Title Criteria
IIB,VII The individual is:
Economically and CETA-unemployed, or
disadvantaged CETA-underemployed, or

in school

11D The individual is:

Economically or In a family
disadvantaged and ) receiving
unemployed 15 public assistance

or more weeks

YETP The individual is between 16
and 21 years of age (inclusive) and:

CETA-unemployed, or and Economically disadvantaged
CETA-underemployed, or

in high school or

lower grade

YCCIP The individual is:

Between 16 and 19 and CETA-unemployed
years of age (inclusive)

SYEP The individual is:

Between 14 and and Economically disadvantaged
21 (inclusive)

VI The individual is:
Unemployed 10 and In a family that
or more weeks received public

assistance
Any listed The individual is eligible for CETA title

IIB, VII, IID, YETP, YCCIP, SYEP, or VI

Any youth The individual is eligible for Title YETP, YCCIP, or SYEP

Other listed The individual is eligible for Title IIB, VII, IID or VI
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Table 2

Data-Element Definitions

Element

Definition

Civilian Population

CETA-Family Income
Economically

Disadvantaged

Education

CETA-Unemployed

CETA-Underemployed
CETA-in-school
CETA-Employed

Part-Time for
Economic Reasons

Family Received
Public Assistance

Hispanic

SST

Public Assistance

Total interviewed non-Armed Forces,
non-institutional population.

Total family income less Supplemental Security
Income, public assistance, welfare, veteran's

payments, unemployment and worker's compensation.

The individual received public assistance,
welfare, or had a family income less than the
family poverty level.

Years of school completed.

The individual is looking for work or is part-time
for economic reasons and working 10 or fewer

hours per week, or is greater than 18 years old
and in a family receiving public assistance.

The individual is part-time for economic reasons,
or the individual is full-time and has a wage
below the poverty level and is not CETA-unemployed.

The individual is not CETA-Unemployed,
CETA-Underemployed, and the individual's
major activity is in school.

The individual is either working or with a job
but not at work and is not CETA-Unemployed,
CETA-Underemployed or CETA-in-school.

The economic reasons include: slack, work,
material shortages, repairs to plant or equipment,
start or termination of job during the week, and
inability to find full-time work. p 55, 57

The family received SSI, welfare or other
public assistance.

Mexican-American, Chicano, Mexican, Mexicano,
Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American
or other Spanish.

Supplemental security income is made up of
payments from federal, state and local welfare
agencies to low income persons who are age 65
or older, blind, disabled.

Public assistance and welfare payments include
aid to families with dependent children and
general assistance.
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Table 2

(continued)

Data-Element Definition

Element

Definition

Family
Unemployed for

10 weeks or more
Unemployed for

15 weeks or more
Total Minority

Employed Full-Time

Welfare Status

2-Parent Famiiy

1-Parent Family

Non-Dependent
Individual

A group of two or more persons residing together
and related by birth, marriage or adoption.

The individual is classified as looking for work
and has been looking for a job 10 or more weeks.

The individual is classified as looking for work
and has been looking for a job for 15 or more
weeks.

Civilian non-institutional population less white
non-Hispanic.

Individual has a job and works 35 hours or more
in the last week.

The individual received public assistance or SSI.

Individual is married with civilian spouse
present and resides in a family with related
children present. Individual is the family
head or spouse.

Individual resides in a family with related
children present. Individual is family head
or spouse and is not classified as married
with civilian spouse present.

Individual is not in a family.
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